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How to Obtain a Fire Safety Compliance Certificate in Nigeria (Federal &
Abuja Requirements)

Description

Introduction |

In Nigeria’s growing urban centres, fire hazards remain a significant threat to lives and
investments. As part of regulatory compliance, any public, commercial, or institutional
building must obtain a Fire Safety Compliance Certificate (FSCC) before occupancy.
This certificate is mandatory under Nigerian fire safety laws and building codes.

This guide provides a comprehensive step-by-step breakdown of how to obtain a Fire
Safety Compliance Certificate in Nigeria, focusing specifically on the Federal Fire
Service (FFS) and the Abuja Fire Service (AFS) under the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) Emergency Management Department.

We cover:
e Legal framework
e Who needs an FSCC

e Federal vs Abuja requirements (side-by-side)
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Step-by-step process

Fees and timelines

FAQs from “People Also Ask”

Common misconceptions

Let’s get into it.

1. Legal Framework for Fire Safety Compliance in
Nigeria

Law / Regulation Description
Federal Fire Service Act (1963, Establishes the FFS to regulate fire safety and issue
amended) compliance docs.

National Building Code (2006, Provides technical fire safety specifications for
Revised) buildings.

Enables Abuja Municipal Fire Service to issue FSCC

FCT Fi ice R lati
CT Fire Service Regulations within ECT.

2. Who Needs a Fire Safety Compliance Certificate?

Regardless of location (Federal or Abuja), the following categories must obtain a FSCC:
e Government or public buildings
e Office complexes and commercial properties

e Schools, hospitals, churches and mosques
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e Hotels and guest houses

e Petrol and gas stations

e Warehouses, factories, malls, cinemas, etc.

Operating without an FSCC in these premises attracts closure orders, prosecution, or
denial of other permits (e.g. planning permits).

3. Federal Fire Service vs Abuja Fire Service:
Jurisdiction

Category Federal Fire Service (FFS) Abuja Fire Service (AFS)
L All federal buildings All buildings-within Abuja Municipal
Jurisdiction ] ] ] ‘
nationwide Area Council

FCT Emergency Management Agenc
Mandating Law Federal Fire Service Act gency g gency

Guidelines

Certificate 1 vear 1 vear
Validity y y
Certificate Every 12 months with re- , _ ,

_ _ Every 12 months with re-inspection
Renewal inspection
Authority Ministry of Interior, FFS Abuja Fire Service, Emergency Mgmt.
Contact Headquarters Dept (FEMA)

4. Pre-Application Requirements (Side-by-Side
Comparison)

Before you apply, ensure your property complies with the following technical
requirements:

Requirement Federal Fire Service (FFS) Abuja Fire Service (AFS)
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Approved Must meet National Building
A , Same as FFS
Building Plan Code fire-safety standards
Fire-Fighting Install extinguishers, hoses, fire Same; plus they may request
Equipment blankets, sprinkler systems certified equipment documentation

Water Source & Water tanks or hydrants within Same; municipal hydrant access
Hydrants 100m radius preferred

Alarm & Smoke Smoke detectors, manual call

. . ) Same
Detection points, evacuation alarm

Appoint trained Fire Marshal or Mandatory for high-risk buildings
Safety Officer ppo! ! ! y Igh-ri uilding

HSE Officer (schools, hospitals, etc.)
] .. Done by FFS-approved AFS conducts audit themselves or
Fire Safety Audit o
consultant requests external verification

5. Step-by-Step Process to ©Obtain a Fire Safety
Compliance Certificate |

A. Federal Fire Service (FFS) Process

Step Action

1 Visit nearest FFS Zonal Command or Headquarters (Abuja)

2 Pick up and complete the FSCC Application Form

3 Submit required documents (see below)

4 Pay processing fee at designated FFS Treasury Single Account (TSA)

5 Schedule and undergo fire safety inspection

6 If compliant, FSCC is issued (valid for 1 year); otherwise, remedy issues and request

re-inspection

Required Documents (FFS)

e Completed application form

e Proof of ownership (e.g. C of O or tenancy agreement)
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Fire Safety Audit Report

Building plan approval

Evidence of installed fire-fighting equipment

Fire alarm installation certificate

Payment receipt

B. Abuja Fire Service' (AES) Process

Step Action .

Visit Abuja Fire Service office under FEMA at Garki or AMAC
Obtain the FSCC application form (or online if enabled)
Submit application with supporting documents

Pay application fee (into TSA of the fire station)

Fire safety inspectors visit the site for inspection

o Ul A W N B

FSCC is issued if compliant; otherwise, rectify and reapply

Required Documents (AFS)

Completed FSCC application

Proof of ownership/occupancy

Fire extinguishers and fire safety layout plan

Evidence of servicing of fire equipment
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e Electrical layout (especially for commercial buildings)

e Safety officer profile (for large facilities)

e Payment evidence

6. Fees and Cost Table (Federal & Abuja Fire Service)

Federal Fire Service

Category (FFS) Abuja Fire Service (AFS)
?gsllcatlon / Inspection N100,000) < NT50 000 #:22),000 -#%120,000 (based on
Re-inspection Fee #30,000 MN20,000 - §30,000
Annual Renewal Fee 50% of original fee 50% of original fee
Fire Hydrant Certification #5,000 per hydrant #5,000 per hydrant
Certification Timeline 3-6 weeks 2-4 weeks

Fees are subject to change. Always confirm from the local FFS/AFS office before payment.

7. Frequently Asked Questions (People Also Ask)

Q1: Is Fire Safety Compliance Certificate compulsory in Abuja?

Yes. All public and commercial buildings within FCT must obtain a FSCC issued by the
Abuja Fire Service.

Q2: Can | use the Federal Fire Service certificate for planning
approval in Abuja?

No. For buildings within the FCT, the Abuja Fire Service certificate is required, although
both agencies may inspect certain federal facilities.
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Q3: How long is the FSCC valid?
12 months. You must renew before expiration to avoid legal consequences.
Q4: Can | apply online?

Currently, FFS accepts physical applications, while Abuja Fire Service may require a visit.
Efforts to digitise processes are ongoing.

Q5: Can a private consultant issue me a FSCC?

No. Only the Federal Fire Service or Abuja Fire Service has the statutory mandate to
issue FSCCs./Consultants can only assist with preparation.

8. Common Misconceptions Debunked

Misconception Truth

No. In FCT, Abuja Fire Service issues the certificate

“Federal FSCC covers all states”
for local use.

False. It must be renewed yearly after a new

“FSCC is only needed once” _ ,
inspection.

“FSCC is only required for high-rise Wrong. Even bungalows, schools, and shops need
buildings” certification.

No. It is mandatory under federal and FCT

“FSCC is optional”
laws.

Conclusion: Federal vs Abuja: Know Your Jurisdiction,
Stay Compliant

Obtaining a Fire Safety Compliance Certificate in Nigeria is not just a statutory
obligation, it is a vital safety measure that protects lives, property, and the future of your
business. Whether you are dealing with the Federal Fire Service or the Abuja Fire
Service, understanding the process, preparing adequately, and fulfilling all obligations will
ensure smooth, timely approval.
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