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HOW A QATARI CAN REGISTERIINCURE)RATE
ACOMPANY [N NIGERIA FROM QATAR (COST
o =G REQUIREMENT).

How a Qatari Can Register/Incorporate a Company in Nigeria from Qatar
(Cost & Requirement): A 2026 Comprehensive Foreign Investor Guide

Description

Introduction |

Nigeria, a nation of over 220 million people, more than $470 billion in GDP, and the
commercial hub of West Africa, has now become one of the strongest global landing zones
for Gulf-African investment expansion. With a digital first business environment, rising
industrialisation, huge energy potential, and access to the 400+ million-consumer
ECOWAS market, Nigeria stands as the most powerful gateway into West Africa for
foreign corporations.

Qatar and Nigeria share strategic alignment in energy, LNG development,
petrochemicals, capital finance, aviation, agribusiness investment, technology,
real estate and infrastructure development. Trade interactions tracked through the
Qatar Ministry of Commerce & Industry (MoCl) and the Afreximbank Trade
Intelligence Report show steady growth, with Qatari entities increasingly exploring
Africa for upstream/downstream energy, fertiliser diversification, food security, logistics
bases, telecom, data infrastructure and green transition projects.

Qatari companies; from Doha-based EPC contractors, Lusail fintech innovators, Al-Rayyan
logistics groups, to Qatari sovereign investment arms, now see Nigeria as the most
profitable and scalable West African entry market.
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This guide explains exactly how a Qatari individual, family office, SME or corporation can
remotely register a Nigerian company 100% online from Qatar without visiting Nigeria,
covering requirements, immigration licensing, banking compliance, costs, timelines, and
post-registration activation (BVN/NIN).

1. Nigeria’s Fully Digital Al-Enabled Incorporation
System

Nigeria’s Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) operates an Al-powered online platform
where the entire incorporation process is completed digitally with no embassy meetings,
courier delivery, or physical presence required.

Process Advantage Benefit to Qatari Investors
100% Online Registration  No travel, no.manual filings
QR-based digital certificates Instant document verification
Al-driven compliance review Faster approval time
PDF/Scan Uploads Accepted Passport scan + signature is enough
Global Remote Access Register from Doha, Lusail, Al-Wakrah, Al-Khor & abroad

This digitisation mirrors Qatar’s Single Window Investment Portal, making the process
familiar and investor-friendly for Gulf-based corporations.

2. Why Nigerian Incorporation Appeals to Qatari
Investors

Nigeria and Qatar operate in powerful parallel sectors: energy, LNG expansion, petro-
development, infrastructure, food systems and fintech. This creates strong dual-
market integration.

a. Oil & Gas, LNG, Petrochemical Investment

Qatar owns one of the world’s largest LNG profiles.
Nigeria houses one of the world’s largest hydrocarbons reservoirs.
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Investment opportunities exist in:

* gas monetisation projects

* FPSO support services

* marine logistics & offshore operations

* refinery technology + equipment leasing
» petrochemical plant support

b. Agribusiness, Food Security & Supply Chain Projects

With Qatar expanding agricultural investment footprints abroad, Nigeria offers the scale:

* grains, livestock & food supply chains
agro-processing/plants

cold-chain distribution networks
export-linked farming clusters

c. Telecom, Digital Infrastructure, Data & Fintech

Nigeria hosts Africa’s largest fintech population.
Qatari tech funds are scaling digital penetration globally.

Collaboration potential:

* digital payments & cross-border settlement
* cloud infrastructure & cybersecurity
* e-commerce platforms & smart tech systems

d. Construction, EPC, Real Estate & Mega-Infrastructure

Doha’s construction expertise directly aligns with Nigerian demand:

* smart-city development

* highways, bridges & housing units
* power-grid infrastructure

» port & industrial park construction

Key Benefits for Qatari Investors
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Advantage Result
100% foreign ownership allowed No mandatory local partner
Full remote incorporation Register from Qatar without travel

ECOWAS access (400+ million consumers) Expansion into 15 West African states
Strong investment protection Backed by CAMA 2020 + ISA 2007
Full profit repatriation allowed Return capital and dividends legally

3. Requirements to Register a Nigerian Company
(From Qatar)

The most commeonly used structure is an LLC (Limited Liability Company), similar to
the Qatari W.L.L corporate-form!

A. Name Reservation

Submit preferred names via CAC portal.
Examples:

DohaWest Energy Nigeria Ltd
Gulf-Sahel Logistics Nigeria Ltd

Approval timeframe: Minutes after name submission

B. Director & Shareholder Information

Provide:

* Full Name

* Nationality

* Date of Birth

* Email + Phone Number
* Residential Address

* Occupation
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Minimum: 1 director (Qatari or Nigerian)
Maximum: Unlimited

C. Share Capital Requirement
Foreign-owned companies in Nigeria require:
§¥100,000,000 share capital

Ownership options:

Model Structure
100% Qatarizowned Full control
Joint Venture e.d./90% Qatari + 10% Nigerian

D. Business Activities to Define

* Oil & Gas / EPC contracting

* Telecom & Fintech

* Logistics & Maritime Trade

» Agriculture, Food Processing

* Real Estate & Project financing

E. Documents Required

Upload clearly:

e Qatari passport scan
e Signature on blank page

F. Nigerian Office Address

Mandatory.

Qatari investors can use a registered address service initially.

4. Can a Qatari Be Sole Director & Shareholder?
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Yes, 100%.

However, to access banking and operate the business fully, the director must hold:

® BVN (Bank Verification Number)
® NIN (National Identity Number)

These require residency entry, obtained through:

Expatriate Quota » STR Visa - CERPAC Residency Card
Temporary Solution
To activate bankiaccounts early:

e Appoint a temporary/Nigerian‘director as signatory.

After obtaining BVN/NIN, the Qatari director may:

e remove the temporary signatory
o take full control of all accounts

5. Step-By-Step Incorporation Process

Step Activity Timeline

1 Reserve company name Minites after name submission
2 Enter shareholder & director info Same day

3 Upload passport, signature, address proof Same day

4 CAC Al + Compliance Review 2-4 working days

5 Receive digital Certificate + CAC Docs Immediately after approval

You will receive:

e Certificate of Incorporation
e CAC Status Report
e Memorandum & Articles of Association

All digital and QR-verified.
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6. Post-Incorporation Compliance

Requirement Purpose Timeline
TIN Upgrade Tax activation 3-5 days
SCUML AML compliance 5-7 days
Tax Clearance Annual compliance 3-5 weeks

Director Verification KYC completion Same day

7. Nigerian Corporate Bank Account

Required docs:

e CAC Certificate

e TIN .
e SCUML

Passport ID

Nigerian office address proof

Banking Requires:
* BVN + NIN + Nigeria-linked phone number

If unavailable —» temporary Nigerian director used until CERPAC residency is issued.

8. Cost Breakdown (2026 Standard)

Service Timeline Cost (USD)
LLC Incorporation (¥100M capital) 7-14 days $2,775
SCUML Certificate 5-7 days $60
TIN & Tax Clearance 3-5 weeks $275
Director Verification Same day $150
Bank Account Facilitation After TIN $80
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Service Timeline Cost (USD)
Registered Office (1 year) 12 months $250
Director Change (optional) 2-4 days $60

Total Estimated Cost: = $3,650
Total Timeline: 30-35 working days

9. Immigration Requirements for Qatar-Based
Investors

Document Purpose
Expatriate Quota Allows foreign employment roles
STR Visa Entry visa to enable‘residency application
CERPAC Card Required to obtain BVN/NIN & run company.

Without CERPAC, you may own the company, but cannot operate/direct it internally.

10. Qatar-Nigeria Trade & Investment Snapshot

Qatar - Nigeria Exports

* Gas & petrochemical equipment

* Construction & civil engineering capital
* Digital banking & fintech technologies
* Food & logistics investments

Nigeria —» Qatar Exports

» Agricultural raw commodities

* LNG technical services/expertise

* Steel, minerals & manufacturing inputs
* FMCG & consumer products

Fast-growth sectors for Qatari entry:
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e LNG & downstream energy

e Agriculture & food processing

e Real estate & EPC contracting

e Telecom & fintech infrastructure

e Maritime logistics & regional warehousing

Conclusion

Registering a Nigerian company from Qatar is now fast, remote and fully digital with no
travel, no courier, no in-person filings. Once expatriate quota, STR visa & CERPAC are
completed, Qatari owners gain full operational rights (BVN/NIN), bank access +
directorship authority.

From Doha - Lagos, Lusail = Abuja, Al-Wakrah - Port Harcourt — Qatari investors
now have a legally structured pathway inte‘Africa’s /most lucrative market.
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