
How a Dutch Can Register/Incorporate a Company in Nigeria from the
Netherlands (2026 Cost & Requirement)

Description

As Africa’s largest economy and one of the most dynamic emerging markets, Nigeria
continues to attract growing interest from European investors, particularly from the
Netherlands, one of the country’s top trade partners. With increasing collaboration in
agriculture, technology, logistics, and renewable energy, Dutch entrepreneurs are finding
it easier than ever to set up a Nigerian company remotely.

Thanks to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC)’s new AI-powered digital
registration portal, you can now incorporate a Nigerian Limited Liability Company
(LLC) entirely online with no physical paperwork or in-person visits required. This article
provides a detailed breakdown of the requirements, costs, process, and legal
framework involved in registering your Nigerian company from the Netherlands.

1. Understanding the Nigerian Incorporation System

The Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) oversees business registration in Nigeria.
Through its upgraded AI-enabled online portal, company formation can now be
completed electronically from anywhere in the world, including Amsterdam, Rotterdam, or
The Hague.

All certificates, incorporation documents, and approvals are now issued digitally,
removing the need for physical dispatch or collection.
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2. Requirements for Incorporation

To register a Limited Liability Company in Nigeria from the Netherlands, you will need to
provide the following details and documents:

1. Company Name Options – Preferred names for reservation and approval.

2. Details of Directors, Shareholders, and Secretary, including:

Full names

Residential addresses

Gender and date of birth

Nationality

Email address and phone number

3. Shareholding Structure – A clear breakdown of ownership percentage among
shareholders.

4. Business Objectives – Specify your company’s intended line of business.

5. Means of Identification – Copy of international passport, national ID, or driver’s
license for all directors and shareholders.

6. Registered Office Address in Nigeria – This can be a physical office or a service
provider’s address.

7. Scanned Signatures – On a plain white sheet for document signing purposes.
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3. Step-by-Step Incorporation Process

Service Duration Cost (USD)
LLC Incorporation (₦100M Share Capital) 7–14 working days $2,775
SCUML Certificate (For Bank Account Opening) 5–7 working days $60
TIN Upgrade & Tax Clearance Certificate 3–5 weeks $275
Director Identification Verification Same day $150
Bank Account Opening Assistance After TIN completion $80
Registered Nigerian Office Address (1 year) Valid for 12 months $250
Change of Director (Post-Incorporation) 2–4 working days $60

Total (if all services are selected): $3,650

Estimated Completion Timeline:
≈ 35 working days, covering company registration, document processing, and corporate
bank account opening.

4. Important Legal Notes for Dutch Investors

While a foreigner can act as both sole shareholder and sole director in a Nigerian
company, operational limitations exist until proper residency documentation is obtained.

To function efficiently as a director which includes obtaining a Bank Verification
Number (BVN), National Identification Number (NIN), and performing financial or
statutory duties, you will need a valid CERPAC (Combined Expatriate Residence
Permit and Aliens Card).

This is issued after entering Nigeria on a Subject-to-Regularization (STR) visa,
supported by an Expatriate Quota from the Ministry of Interior.

For this reason, many Dutch investors initially list themselves as shareholders only,
while appointing trusted Nigerian residents as temporary directors to handle regulatory
and banking activities until they arrive officially.

5. Post-Incorporation Essentials
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After incorporation, a few additional steps ensure your Nigerian company operates legally
and efficiently:

1. Special Control Unit Against Money Laundering (SCUML) Registration –
Required for companies engaging in financial, import/export, or consulting services.

2. Tax Identification Number (TIN) & Tax Clearance – For corporate compliance
and account opening.

3. Bank Account Opening – With your CAC certificate, TIN, and SCUML certificate etc.

4. Annual Returns Filing – Mandatory with the CAC every year to maintain active
status.

6. Why Nigeria Appeals to Dutch Investors

Strategic Gateway: Nigeria offers access to over 200 million consumers and
serves as the primary hub for West African trade.

Digital Incorporation: The fully online CAC system allows seamless company setup
from abroad.

Sector Diversity: Opportunities span agriculture, energy, maritime logistics,
ICT, and infrastructure development, all sectors where Dutch expertise thrives.

Double Taxation Agreement: The Netherlands and Nigeria have ongoing
frameworks that reduce tax burdens for cross-border investors.

7. Quick Reference Summary
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Stage Process
Duration Key Deliverables

Name Reservation 24–48 hours Approved company name

CAC Incorporation 7–14 working
days

Certificate of Incorporation, MEMART, Status
Report

TIN & Tax Registration 3–5 weeks Tax Identification Number, Tax Clearance
SCUML & Bank
Account 5–7 working days SCUML Certificate, Corporate Account Access

8. Key Takeaways

You can register a Nigerian company entirely online from the Netherlands.

CAC certificates are now fully digital with no physical delivery.

Foreigners can be sole shareholders and directors, but must secure a CERPAC
card for full operational control.

A trusted Nigerian director can temporarily manage local obligations until you
obtain residency documentation.

The complete process, including banking, typically takes about 35 working days
and costs approximately $3,650.

Conclusion

Setting up a Nigerian company from the Netherlands has never been more
straightforward. With a growing trade partnership between both countries and the CAC’s
digital transformation, Dutch investors can establish a legitimate business presence in
Nigeria without ever boarding a flight.

By meeting the stated requirements and following this step-by-step guide, you can
efficiently incorporate, obtain necessary compliance documents, and open a
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corporate bank account, all from your desk in Amsterdam or Rotterdam.

Nigeria’s market potential, coupled with streamlined regulatory systems, makes this the
perfect time for Dutch entrepreneurs to expand their footprint into West Africa’s
largest economy.

Category

1. Foreign Company Incorporation
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