
How a Congolese Can Register/Incorporate a Company in Nigeria from
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Cost & Requirement): A 2026 Full
Foreign Investor Guide

Description

Introduction
Nigeria, a nation of 220 million people, over $470 billion in GDP, and the economic
heartbeat of West Africa,  stands today as one of Africa’s most powerful destinations for
foreign market expansion. With a fast-growing tech ecosystem, massive industrial
consumption, rich natural resources, and access to over 400 million consumers in the
ECOWAS region, Nigeria offers Congolese investors a larger commercial landing pad
than any Central or West African market.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo and Nigeria share common ground as mineral-rich
economies powering Africa’s development. Bilateral interaction between both markets is
rising yearly, supported by:

mining & metals trade

oil & gas services

power/energy contracting
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manufacturing inputs

agriculture & food products

cross-border logistics

digital services, fintech & professional consulting

According to trade reports from the Ministry of Economy (DRC), bilateral commercial
links have strengthened in the past decade, with increasing Congolese companies now
exporting:

copper derivatives
cobalt products
agricultural commodities
processed foods
timber & manufactured goods

Meanwhile, Nigerian exports to DRC include:

machinery & industrial equipment
refined petroleum products
FMCG products
agricultural crops
digital payment technology

Congolese companies ; from Kinshasa logistics firms to Lubumbashi mining suppliers,
Goma agribusiness producers, Matadi transport operators, Kolwezi industrial service
providers and fintech startups, are now looking to Nigeria as the most viable gateway to
West Africa.

This guide explains exactly how a Congolese individual or corporate investor can
incorporate a company in Nigeria entirely from the DRC, without traveling, covering
requirements, documents, cost, timeline, post-registration compliance, banking rules, and
immigration steps required for operational access (BVN, NIN, CERPAC).
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1. Nigeria’s Fully Digital & AI-Enabled Incorporation
System
Nigeria’s Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) operates one of Africa’s most advanced
remote incorporation systems. Every step; from name search to final certificate issuance,
is executed online through the Company Registration Portal (CRP).

What this means for Congolese investors:

Advantage Benefit
100% online process No embassy, no courier, no physical visit
Digital certificates only All CAC documents have QR verification
AI-powered review Faster approval & fewer documentation errors
Remote upload
acceptance PDFs, scans, smartphone images accepted

Accessible globally Incorporate from Kinshasa, Lubumbashi, Goma, Kisangani or
abroad

The system is comparable to GUCE/DRC one-stop business portal modernisation,
meaning Congolese investors encounter a familiar digital environment.

2. Why Nigerian Incorporation Appeals to Congolese
Investors
Nigeria and DRC are two of Africa’s largest resource economies; one dominant in crude oil,
the other in cobalt, copper & minerals. This creates natural two way commercial
opportunity.

a. Mining Equipment, Industrial Supply & Engineering

The DRC is the global hub of cobalt and one of the largest copper producers on earth,
requiring machinery imports, maintenance, processing and logistics. Nigeria is a matching
hub for:
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▪ oil & gas machinery
▪ industrial equipment supply
▪ power infrastructure tools
▪ heavy manufacturing & fabrication

Congolese mining companies expanding into Nigeria can diversify operations and capture
industrial contracts.

b. Petroleum Services & Energy Technology

Nigeria remains one of the world’s major oil environments, an opportunity for Congolese
drilling firms, marine operators, maintenance/engineering crews and petro-service
suppliers.

Demand opportunities exist in:

marine logistics and rigs servicing

safety/inspection technology

petrochemical plant support

energy equipment procurement

c. Agriculture, Food Processing & Agri-Trade

Nigeria has one of Africa’s highest food demand volumes.
DRC excels in:

coffee, cocoa & fruit exports

cassava, maize, palm, fish farming
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timber derivatives and bio-products

This makes food-supply chains and processed goods highly scalable.

d. Transport, Ports, and Cross-Border Logistics

Kinshasa–Lagos trade routes are expanding due to African Free Trade Area integration.
Congolese logistics firms already operating along:

Matadi → Boma → Atlantic export corridors
Lubumbashi → Zambia trucking chain
Goma → East Africa freight routes

can now extend west into Nigeria’s high volume distribution market.

e. Fintech, Telecom & Digital Market Entry

Nigeria is Africa’s largest fintech environment ($5B+ valuation).
DRC is a mobile-money powerhouse (M-Pesa ecosystem equivalent).

Cross platform payments, remittance, mobile-apps, telecom integration = massive
bilateral market space.

Key benefits to Congolese investors entering Nigeria

Benefit Summary
100% foreign ownership permitted No local partner required
Digital incorporation from DRC Full remote registration
Full repatriation of profits Through authorised Nigerian banks
Tax incentives for pioneer industries Agriculture, manufacturing, ICT, energy
Access to ECOWAS market 15 countries, 400+ million consumers
Strong investment protection Under CAMA 2020 & NIPC policies
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3. Full Requirements for Incorporation (DRC →
Nigeria)
Most foreign investors use a Private Limited Liability Company (LLC), similar to SARL
in DRC corporate law.

A. Company Name Reservation

Propose names via CAC portal.
Examples:

KinshasaGlobal Nigeria Ltd

CongoIndustries West Africa Ltd

Approval time: within minutes after submission

B. Director & Shareholder Information

You must provide:

Full name

Nationality

Email & phone number

Date of birth

Residential address

Occupation
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Minimum: 1 director (Congolese or Nigerian)
Maximum: Unlimited

C. Share Capital for Foreign Investors

Required minimum: ₦100,000,000 share capital

Ownership structure:

Option Share Distribution
Fully Congolese-owned 100% – 0%
Joint ownership with Nigerians 90% – 10% / 80% – 20% / flexible

D. Business Objectives

Clearly define activities e.g.,

petroleum engineering

mining technology supply

logistics & transport

agribusiness

ICT & fintech

manufacturing

procurement & exports

E. Required Identity Documents
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Upload clearly:

Congolese passport (high-resolution)
Signature on plain white paper
Voter card / residence certificate as proof of address

F. Nigerian Office Address Required

Congolese investors may use a registered address service until operational launch.

4. Can a Congolese Be Sole Director & Shareholder?
Yes.
A Congolese investor can own 100% of a Nigerian company and be its only director.

However, to activate banking & compliance, Nigeria requires:

Requirement Why it matters
BVN Required to run bank accounts
NIN Mandatory for regulatory filings

These can only be issued after residency approval, meaning the investor must
complete:

Expatriate Quota → STR Visa → CERPAC → BVN/NIN

Practical Workaround for Congolese Investors

To activate banking immediately:

Appoint a temporary Nigerian director as signatory.

Once the Congolese director obtains residency + BVN/NIN:

remove temporary director
assume full signatory control
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5. Step-By-Step Incorporation Process

Step Task Timeline
1 Submit name reservation within Minutes of submission
2 Enter shareholder/director details Same day
3 Upload documents digitally Same day
4 CAC AI + human review 5–7 working days
5 Receive incorporation documents Instantly after approval

You will receive:

Certificate of Incorporation
CAC Status Report
Memorandum & Articles of Association

All QR-coded & digital.

6. Post-Incorporation Compliance Checklist

Requirement Purpose Timeline
TIN Upgrade Tax & banking activation 3–5 days
SCUML Certificate AML/KYC compliance 5–7 days
Tax Clearance Certificate Annual tax record 3–5 weeks
Director Verification Identity confirmation Same day

7. Opening a Nigerian Corporate Bank Account
Required documents:

Certificate of Incorporation
TIN
SCUML Certificate
Passport copies
Nigerian address proof
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But BVN + NIN required for signatory rights.

Meaning:

If Congolese director has no residency yet
→

Must use temporary Nigerian
signatory

After receiving CERPAC → Congolese director can assume control

8. Cost of Registration (2026 Standard Pricing)

Service Duration Cost (USD)
LLC Incorporation (₦100M capital) 5-7 days $2,775
SCUML 5–7 days $60
TIN & Tax Registration 3–5 weeks $275
Director Verification Same day $150
Bank Account Support After TIN $80
Registered Office — 12 months 1 year $250
Optional Director Removal 2–4 days $60

Total Approx Cost → $3,650 USD
Total Completion Timeline → 30–35 working days

9. Legal & Immigration Requirements for Congolese
Investors
To operate inside Nigeria personally, the investor must secure residency.

Permit Purpose
Expatriate Quota Allows company to employ foreign nationals
STR Visa Issued by Nigerian Embassy in Kinshasa
CERPAC Grants BVN + NIN + banking rights + authorised management

Without CERPAC → you may own the company, but cannot run it operationally.
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10. DRC–Nigeria Trade & Investment Snapshot
Congolese Exports to Nigeria

Sector Products
Mining Copper, cobalt, ore derivatives
Agriculture Coffee, maize, palm derivatives
Fisheries Seafood exports
Timber Forestry products
Manufacturing Processed materials

Nigeria Exports to DRC

Sector Products
Machinery Industrial and manufacturing equipment
Energy Petroleum derivatives, lubricants
FMCG Consumer goods and beverages
ICT Digital banking + fintech systems
Agriculture Crop & livestock products

11. Key Advantages for Congolese Businesses in
Nigeria

100% ownership allowed
Documents fully digital
Full profit repatriation
Access to 400M-consumer ECOWAS region
Strong legal investor protection
Remote registration from Kinshasa-Lubumbashi-Goma

12. Common Misconceptions

Misconception Reality
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Foreign companies can’t own 100% They can
Must visit Nigeria to register Entire process online
Banking requires physical presence Temporary director workaround
CAC still issues physical certificates Only digital, QR verified

13. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1. Can a Congolese register a Nigerian company remotely?
Yes, fully digital, no travel required.

Q2. What is the minimum foreign investment share capital?
₦100,000,000.

Q3. Must I travel to Nigeria?
Only if you want CERPAC + BVN/NIN + bank signatory authority.

Q4. Can profits return to DRC?
Yes, repatriation is fully legal via authorised banks.

Q5. Do I need a Nigerian partner?
Not required, only optional for compliance ease.

14. Conclusion
Nigeria offers Congolese investors the fastest, most scalable route into West Africa’s
economy. Through CAC’s AI-enabled digital platform, incorporation requires no physical
travel, only standard documentation and remote online filing.

Once residency formalities (Expatriate Quota → STR Visa → CERPAC) are complete,
Congolese shareholders obtain BVN/NIN, open bank accounts, and assume full operational
control.

From Kinshasa to Lagos, Lubumbashi to Abuja, and Kolwezi to Port Harcourt,
Congolese investors now have a legally defined, step-by-step expansion
pathway into Africa’s largest market.

Category
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1. Industry Insights
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