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1. Introduction & Importance of Fire Safety
Certification
Fire safety certification in Nigeria serves as legal assurance that a building or premises
meets minimum safety standards to prevent and mitigate fire risks. Whether for public
buildings, commercial enterprises, or industrial facilities, having this certification can:

Protect lives and property

Ensure regulatory compliance

Enable insurance coverage

Avoid penalties or shutdowns

While the Federal Fire Service (FFS) oversees national regulations and conducts
inspections, state and zonal commands handle the actual certification processes. This
guide collates official procedures, requirements, and workflows across federal and state
levels to empower you with clarity and confidence.

2. Regulatory Authorities & Legal Framework
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Federal Fire Service (FFS)

The FFS is the principal federal agency responsible for fire prevention, firefighting,
rescue operations, inspection, enforcement, and training.

It operates under the Ministry of Interior and descended from the Fire Service Act
established in 1963.

Through its Investigation, Inspectorate and Enforcement (IIE) department, FFS
ensures compliance in public buildings.

State and Zonal Fire Commands

Nigeria is divided into zones and state commands (e.g., Lagos, Oyo, Ebonyi), each
responsible for issuing certificates within their jurisdiction.

Their responsibilities include inspections, certificate issuance, renewal, and
enforcement at the state level.

Legal Basis

At the state level, protocols like Ebonyi State Internal Revenue Law No. 010 of
2020 provide statutory grounds for payment-based certification.

These laws detail revenue processes and the legal effect of payment receipts as
certification.

3. Step-by-Step Process (Nationwide Model)

Step Description Notes
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1 Determine Jurisdiction Identify your location’s Fire Service command
(state/zonal).

2 Obtain and Complete
Application

Often via state internal revenue or fire service
portal.

3 Submit Documentation Includes plans, safety equipment, premises
details.

4 Pre-Inspection (Optional) States like Lagos provide checklists for applicants.
5 Physical Inspection Carried out by state fire inspectors.
6 Payment of Fees Through state portals or revenue services.

7 Receive Certificate/Receipt In Ebonyi, an automated receipt functions as the
certificate.

8 Renew Annually Same process as the initial issuance.

4. Requirements & Documentation (with State
Examples)

Common Documentation (Nationwide)

Completed application form (if separate)

Property/building plans

Location and usage details of premises

List of installed fire safety equipment (extinguishers, alarms, hydrants)

Contact information of responsible person

State Examples

Ebonyi State
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Access the EBSIRS portal, navigate via “Self-Service → Demand Notice”, select
“Fire Service”, fill and submit the form.

Required documentation is detailed on the portal and may include building specifics
and usage classification.

Lagos State

A downloadable Pre-Inspection Checklist is available from the Lagos Safety
Commission.

Oyo State

The Oyo Fire Services lists premises types subject to inspection: petrol stations,
hotels, industrial facilities, etc.

5. Cost Overview & Payment Workflow

Fee System (State-Based)

Ebonyi State, for example, publishes revenue rates via the EBSIRS portal
(transparent rates per state law).

The process: submission → backend approval within 24 hours → portal displays
amount → online payment → receipt = Annual Certificate.

Example Table

State Fee Payment Method Time to
Approval

Certificate
Issued
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Ebonyi
State

Through EBSIRS portal, fee per revenue
law ≤ 24 hours Receipt =

Certificate
Lagos
State

Likely via state revenue portal (details
not specified) Varies Physical/Receipt

Oyo State Via Fire Services or revenue channel
(details sparse) Varies Physical/Receipt

Note: There is no centralised national fee schedule. Applicants must rely on their
state’s revenue portal and published rates.

6. Issuance & Renewal

Issuance: Depending on the state, certification may be a printed certificate or an
automated receipt (as in Ebonyi).

Renewal: Most states operate on an annual renewal basis, repeating the
application and payment process.

Timeline: In Ebonyi, the whole process completes within 24 hours if documents are
in order.

7. State-Specific Examples at a Glance

State Application Portal Pre-Inspection
Checklist Available? Notes

Ebonyi
State

EBSIRS portal (Fire Service
via Demand Notice)

Not explicitly (portal
instructions provided)

Receipt = certificate; 24-
hour timeline.

Lagos
State

Lagos Safety Commission
(portal unspecified)

Yes — downloadable
checklist. Checklist aids compliance.

Oyo
State

Oyo Fire Services
(government site)

Not publicly available
checklist

Lists premises categories
subject to inspection.
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8. Common Premises Types & Special Requirements
Certain premises require stricter fire safety protocols due to high risk. These include:

Petrol stations

Hotels/lodging facilities

Industrial factories, warehouses

High-rise buildings

Oyo State explicitly references these categories, highlighting typical focus areas for
inspections.

9. Pre-Inspection Checklist Sample (Adapted from
Lagos)
This sample checklist gives applicants a head-start on compliance and inspection
readiness.

Fire extinguishers: Number, type, charged status

Fire alarms: Presence and working order

Escape routes: Marked, unobstructed exits

Emergency lighting: Operational in corridors and exits

Hydrants/sprinkler system: Tested and active
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Training records: Staff fire drills and evacuation training

Assembly points: Clearly designated and signposted

Note: This sample is adapted from official Lagos Safety Commission documentation.

10. Frequently Asked Questions (based on “People
also ask”)

10.1 How long does it take to get a Fire Safety Certificate in Nigeria?

In states like Ebonyi, the process completes within 24 hours once submitted via the
EBSIRS portal.

For other states (Lagos, Oyo), timelines vary, follow up with the local fire command
for specifics.

10.2 Is the Fire Safety Certificate renewable?

Yes. Most states require annual renewal, using the same application and payment
process.

10.3 What if I don’t get a physical certificate?

In Ebonyi State, the receipt generated upon payment is legally valid as the
Fire Safety Certificate.

10.4 Which premises require the Fire Safety Certificate?
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Generally required for public, commercial, industrial, high-rise, petrol station,
and hotel premises. Oyo State highlights these categories.

10.5 Where do I apply?

Check the state internal revenue portal (e.g. EBSIRS for Ebonyi), or contact your
state Fire Service or zonal command office (address listed via FFS directory).

11. Misconceptions & Myth-busting

Misconception Reality
Only the Federal Fire Service
issues certificates

Certification is handled at state/zonal levels; FFS
oversees policy and enforcement.

The certificate is free There are official fees according to state revenue
laws; e.g., Ebonyi collects via EBSIRS.

No need to renew annually Renewal is mandatory in most states due to annual
payment structure (Ebonyi).

Once certified, no more
inspections

Fire safety compliance remains an ongoing duty;
inspections may repeat or be spot checks.

12. Conclusion & Next Steps
You now have a complete, authoritative guide to navigating Fire Safety Certification in
Nigeria. Key takeaways:

There’s no centralised fee or portal nationwide, always consult your state or
zonal Fire Service unit.

Understand that in some states (like Ebonyi), a paid receipt serves as
certification.
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Always prepare thoroughly using pre-inspection checklists (like the Lagos
sample) to pass inspections smoothly.

And remember, renew annually where required, to stay compliant.

Action Plan

1. Identify your state or zonal fire command (see FFS directory listing).

2. Visit your state’s revenue or fire service portal for application forms and fee
schedules.

3. Prepare documentation and pre-inspection items; use checklist templates.

4. Submit, pay, complete inspection, and obtain your certificate (or valid receipt).

5. Set a reminder to renew, usually annually.

Category

1. Industry Insights
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